§ 56. Torts as basis for personal jurisdiction, 21 C.J.S. Courts § 56 


21 C.J.S. Courts § 56 
Corpus Juris Secundum May 2023 Update 
Courts 
M. Elaine Buccieri, J.D.; James Buchwalter, J.D.; Amy G. Gore, J.D., of the staff of the National Legal 
Research Group, Inc; and Lonnie E. Griffith, Jr., J.D. 
II. Jurisdiction of Courts 


D. Jurisdiction of Person 


4. Particular Circumstances or Actions Affecting Exercise of Personal Jurisdiction 


§ 56. Torts as basis for personal jurisdiction 


Topic Summary References Correlation Table 


West's Key Number Digest 


West's Key Number Digest, Courts@==13.5(4) to 13.5(11) 


Under various statutes, a person committing a tortious act in the state is subject to personal 
jurisdiction by the state's courts with respect to a cause of action arising from the act. 


A state has an interest in exercising personal jurisdiction over those who commit torts within the 
state,! but the State's interest is not alone sufficient to establish personal jurisdiction in the absence 
of sufficient contacts by the defendant with the forum.” Ultimate liability for the tortious act and 


resulting injury is not a jurisdictional fact for purposes of a personal jurisdiction analysis.’ 


State statutes generally permit the exercise of personal jurisdiction over a person committing a 
tortious act in the state with respect to a cause of action arising from the act.“ For this purpose, a 
single act or omission in the state is sufficient, including an act committed in the forum,° or in 


whole or in part in the forum.’ 
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By some provisions, a tort is committed in the forum state when the injury results in the forum state® 


without regard to whether the tortious act occurred in the forum state.’ Under other provisions, the 
location of the event causing the injury is determinative of jurisdiction as opposed to the location 


where the injured party experiences the consequences of the injury. a 


Absent a tort committed in the forum, or injury resulting in the forum, there is no basis for personal 


jurisdiction. a 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Trial court did not have personal jurisdiction over corporations that owned hotel in Pennsylvania 
based on the situs of hotel patron's alleged injury, under statute providing for personal jurisdiction 
over a non-domiciliary that committed a tortious act without the state causing injury to person or 
property within the state, in patron's action against corporations, alleging that when he returned 
home to New York, he was bitten by bedbugs that had lodged in his belongings while he was 
staying at hotel, where the event that gave rise to the injury namely, the bedbug infestation itself 
actually occurred in Pennsylvania, not in New York. N.Y. CPLR § 302(a)(3). Peldman v. Kalahari 
Resorts, LLC, 208 A.D.3d 1107, 175 N.Y.S.3d 34 (1st Dep't 2022). 


Non-resident retail store corporation's contacts with Texas were insufficient to confer a state 
court general jurisdiction over it, in negligence action arising from truck driver's death from 
injuries sustained while unloading cargo at non-resident corporation's facility, after corporation 
had purchased the cargo from Texas manufacturer; corporation did not have place of business 
in state, corporation was not registered to do business in state, corporation did not have a bank 
account in state, none of corporation's employees, officers, or directors resided in state, corporation 
did not own property or pay taxes in state, and corporation's only contacts with state were limited 
to contacts resulting from buyer/supplier relationship with manufacturer. Wilco Farmers v. Carter, 
558 S.W.3d 197 (Tex. App. Texarkana 2018). 
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